
   

June, 2019  

The Woodland News 

Woodland School ~ 80 Powder Mill Road ~ Southwick, MA 01077 ~ 413-569-6598  

The end of the year is fast approaching and many things have been planned.  The first and second 
grades just visited the Springfield Science Museum, kindergarten will go on a trip to the Gran-Val 
Scoop, kindergarten through second grade will visit the Book Fair at Powder Mill School, our field 
day and school picnic will take place along with the PAWS PTO Family Picnic, preschool will have 
their end of year celebration and Woodland School will come together on Ohana Day, which means 
Family,  to celebrate our successes in showing CARES (We Cooperate, Act Responsibly, Respect All, 
Exhibit Effort, and Show Self-Control). 
 
To support the transitions students will experience in the fall, second grade students have prepared 
questions they have and will visit Powder Mill on June 10th.  Third grade students will share prepared 
responses to these questions and get a tour of the school.  To continue to support students and families 
for the next grade level and to support students just starting their schooling years, both Woodland and 
Powder Mill staff will be available from 2:30-3:00 on Wednesday, August 28th, for families to stop by 
to introduce themselves and to explore the school.  This is something new we will be trying to help 
reduce student and parent anxiety.  We will also continue orientations for preschool and kindergarten 
and the kindergarten playground social.  This information will be sent with teacher assignment letters.  
Teacher assignment letters for preschool through sixth grade will be mailed on August 1st.   
 
The children and staff have worked hard this school year and everyone very much deserves the long 
awaited summer vacation.  Enjoy the lazy days of summer and all of the memories it may bring.   

 

Ki m 



 2 

Friday, June 7th 

 

FIELD DAY AND SCHOOL PICNIC 

Rain Date:  Wednesday, June 12th 

Kindergarten Lunch         11:20-11:50 AM 

Grade 1 Lunch                 11:50-12:20 PM 

Grade 2 Lunch                 12:20-12:50 PM 

 

MARKS CLOSE 

 

PAWS  PTO  FAMILY PICNIC AND BOOK FAIR 

including Million Word Reader Ceremony at 

Powder Mill School  from 5:00-8:00 P.M. (rain or shine) 

Monday, June 10th 

 

Kindergarten Field Trip to Gran-Val Scoop 9:15-12:30 P.M. 

(Lunch will be served upon return to Woodland School.) 

Rain Date: Tuesday, June 11th. 

 

Transition Activities  

Grade 2 visits Powder Mill School, 9:30-10:30 A.M. 

 

Preschool Report Cards Go Home 

 

Tuesday, June 11th 

Last Day of Preschool; Preschool Celebration 

Classes will be performing on stage in the Gymnasium and having a 
little reception thereafter in the Dining Room.  

Morning Schedule 

 9:15 A.M. 

Mrs. Hogan B102 and Mrs. Joyal B106 

Afternoon Schedule  

1:30 P.M. 

Mrs. Hogan P102 and Mrs. Joyal P106 

Wednesday, June 12th Rain Date for Field Day and School Picnic 

Thursday, June 13th 

Ohana Day 

Children may wear Hawaiian type clothing to school, such as a 
shirt, blouse, shorts or a dress. 

Friday, June 14th 

NOON DISMISSAL 

Report Cards Go Home 

Last Day of School; Summer Vacation 
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At the May 16th School Council meeting, Officer Taggart, the District's Safety Resource Officer, discussed 
Enhanced Lockdown and how each of the schools have practiced this.  Officer Taggart also shared his     
research concerning emergency bags, and with the help of Representative Boldyga, all classrooms in the 
District have Go Bags which contain many helpful items in case of an emergency.  Representative        
Boldgya has also assisted in securing funding for the installation of cameras  in each of the buildings.  The 
Police Department can access all cameras and monitor from their department.  Officer Taggart is               
currently looking into a device that can signal when a school is in lock down or shelter in place and it was 
shared that in August, all staff will receive "Stop the Bleed" training.  A question was raised concerning the 
training of staff in CPR.  Staff informed the Council members that all preschool and kindergarten teachers 
and paraprofessionals are trained.  The meeting closed with some members being thanked for their time and 
service on the Council.   

 

With the close of the school year, Kristen Schindel and Christine Abbe, both kindergarten teachers, have 
completed their two year term on the Council along with parent member, Julie Pichnyi.  We thank them for 
their participation and involvement.  Two new teacher participants will be welcomed to the group when   
determined.  Parent, Laura Doyle will be filling Julie Pichnyi's role on the Council in the fall. 

On Tuesday, May 28, each of our second 
grade classrooms participated in a      
History Lab from the Deerfield Teachers 
Center. This program was funded through 
the Dickson Trust Grant written by one of 
our Second Grate teachers, Mrs. Solé. 

 

The History Lab was an interactive     
program, which consisted of a museum 
teacher dressed as a Polish Immigrant. 
She described the reasons she left Poland, 
described her difficult journey. shared a 
basket of polish artifacts, her experiences 
at Ellis Island and food. Students had a 
chance to examine immigrant photos and 
handle a variety of artifacts. It was an 
enjoyable experience had by all. 
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      28th Annual Project P.A.C.E.S.         

   
PARENTS AND ALL CHILDREN EXERCISING SIMULTANEOUSLY 

On Wednesday, May 1, 2019, Woodland Students, Parents, and Faculty participated in the 28th Annual    
Project P.A.C.E.S. Project A.C.E.S.  is considered to be the world’s largest exercise class, and was held in 
thousands of schools all across the country and around the world, with over a million participants! I would 
like to give a ‘SHOUT OUT’ to all the Leaders and Teachers for walking their classes, Faculty and Parents 
for joining us! This event tied in with May 1-7 being National Physical Education Week, and May is         
National Physical Fitness & Sport Month. 

                                                                          Happy Walking! 

                                                                          Mrs. Rousseau ;-) 
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On May 3rd the 
Preschool classes 
enjoyed a visit to 

the Southwick   
Big Y for their first 

field trip!   

They had the     
opportunity to take 

a tour of “A      
Behind-the-Scenes 

View” of the     
different             

departments that 
make up their   

local supermarket 
and how each   
department is    
essential to     

meeting the needs 
of the people in 

their community. 
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Woodland’s Spring Concert 
left with a beautiful sound. 

Thank you, Mrs. Peirce! 
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“BUBBLEOLOGY” 
SCHOOL ASSEMBLY  

Keith Michael Johnson 

May 23, 2019 

Celebrating a blend of science and art while      
exploring the secret world of  bubbles...some   

bigger than bathtubs, others fog filled, and still 
others may surround small or large items, and 

even an audience volunteer! 
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                                                  MAY 31, 2019 
 

“The presenter was very engaging and entertaining.  He really involved his audience 
and encouraged them to think about the “how” and “why”.  Quite the highlight for 
the end of the year!” 

                                                                                                             Mrs. Saso 
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Summer Reading at Woodland School 

 

A summer reading activity will be coming home with your children in their report cards. 
One of the best ways for children to retain the information and skills they have learned 
during the school year is to READ! This reading activity will encourage students to read 
during the summer and they will be able to take part in a reading success activity at the 
beginning of school next year. 

  

Computer Skills at Home 

 

Finding appropriate learning activities on the Internet can be daunting. Here are two 
great resources to try: 

  

www.symbaloo.com/mix/wsk-2learningresources  Here is a link to many creative          
activities in the areas of Reading, Writing, Math, Coding, Science, Social Students and 
more! 

  

www.commonsensemedia.org   This is a comprehensive website that gives reviews and 
information on all kinds of digital media for kids. I like to use this resource to check out 
the appropriateness of games, movies, apps and books for my own children and my    
students. 

  

Here's to a restful summer! 

 
 
Kara J. Welch, Librarian 

Woodland School 

Books and Bytes 
 From the Woodland School Library 
    and Computer Lab 
       ~ Mrs. Welch, kwelch@stgrsd.org  

http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/wsk-2learningresources
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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95 Feeding Hills Road ~ Southwick, MA ~ 413-569-1221 

A Universe of Stories Suntime Reading Program 

    Be a part of the “Universe of Stories” when you join this year’s Summer Reading Program at        
Southwick Public Library.  Join us on Opening Day for a FanFest on Saturday, June 22nd from           
10:00-1:00 P.M. Dress up as your favorite superhero, game character, princess or book character.  Meet 
some cool characters while you are here and take a selfie with them.  Enjoy the amazing comedy magic of 
Ed Popielarczyk’s Magical Moments Show at 11:00 A.M.  Enjoy popcorn and cotton candy, too!        
Registration begins June 17th for this annual reading event with prizes and special programs for all ages 
throughout the summer. 

 

    Children ages 2 through grade 6 (in fall of 2019) can enter to win prizes in our 6 weekly drawings,   
including a ticket to the Big E, sports equipment, books, and more!  Earn bonus chances by completing 
special activities.  Each visit for the first 8 visits, kids can receive a coupon for a free treat from a local 
business!  Try our new online registration format called Beanstack. 

 

Here’s a list of our special events: 

 

June 25, 10:00-1:00 P.M.  Opening Day FanFest and Magic Show! 

July 8, 3:00 P.M.   Makerspace, 3:00 P.M. 

  July 10, 1:00 P.M.   *Mosaic Suncatchers, Grades 3-6 

  July 11, 6:30 P.M.   LEGO Club, Grades 3-6 

  July 16, 11:00 A.M.   *Sciencetellers 

  July 23, 11:00 A.M.   *Reuse Recycle Re-Imagine, Grades 3-6 

  July 24, 3:30 P.M.   LEGO Club, K-2 

  August 2, 1:00 P.M.   Wingmasters Birds of Prey, K-Adult 

  August 6, 10:30 A.M.   Story Yoga, Ages 2-5 

  August 7, 1:00 P.M.   Brown Bag Book Discussion, Grades 5-6  

       (Book to be announced) 

August 8, 3:00 P.M.   LEGO Club Grades 3-6 

August 12, 3:00 P.M.   Makerspace, 3:00 P.M. 

August 14, 3:30 P.M.   LEGO Club Grades K-2 

 

     The Universe of Stories! Summer Reading Program is sponsored by Southwick Public Library, the 
Massachusetts Library System, the Boston Bruins, and the Massachusetts Board of Library                
Commissioners. 

 

*"This program is supported in part by a grant from the (name of local cultural council), a local agency 
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency." 
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95 Feeding Hills Road ~ Southwick, MA ~ 413-569-1221 

Tuesday Storytime 

    Southwick Public Library’s Tuesday Storytime for children ages 2-5 years old will meet in the  

Children’s Room on June 11th at 10:30 A.M.  Listen to stories.  Make some music.  Meet a friend.    
Create a craft!  Hear about our upcoming “A Universe of Stories” Summer Reading Program! Children 
must be accompanied by a parent or caregiver.  Please register in the Children’s Room or call               
413-569-1221x4 to join the fun. 

 

LEGO Clubs Meet in June 

    LEGO Club for kids in Grades 3-6 will meet on Thursday, June 6th at 3:00 P.M.   Grades K-2 LEGO 
kids will meet on Wednesday, June 12th at 3:30 P.M.  We are looking forward to seeing your cool      
creations! 

    Register in the Children’s Room to join the fun. (Parents please note: the Library closes at 5:00 P.M. 
on Thursdays and LEGO Club members must be picked up before closing.). 

 

Makerspace Science Lab 

    If you haven’t tried Makerspace at Southwick Public Library you are in for a treat.  Each month we 
explore a scientific activity.  We have made crystals, slime, bridges and more.  This month we will meet 
on Monday, June 10th at 3:00 P.M. to challenge you to make a LEGO volcano.  You may also try our 
marble maze and LittleBits.  Sign up in the Children’s Room or call us at 413-569-1221x4. 

 

Father’s Day Craft at Southwick Public Library 

    Children of all ages are invited to come to the Children’s Room on Thursday June13th through       
Saturday, June 15th to make a Father’s Day craft.  Materials will be available during regular library 
hours.   

   

Dads and Donuts Storytime  

    Children, accompanied by their parents/caregivers, are invited to come to the Children’s Room on  
Saturday morning, June 15th, at 11:00 A.M. for Dads and Donuts Storytime.   Celebrate Father’s Day 
with great stories, an easy craft and delicious donuts! There is no registration for this program.  

 

For more information about Children’s Programming at Southwick Public Library and to register for 

Tuesday Storytime, Makerspace and LEGO Club, visit or call the Children’s Room at 413-569-1221x4. 
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School Nurse News 
 

MEDICATIONS   

 

Please remember to pick up all medications on or before the last day of school, Friday, June 14th.      
Medications cannot be stored at school over the summer.  Any medications left at Woodland after June 
14th will be destroyed.   

 

The Woodland School Nurse's Office is open from 8:40 AM to 3:40 PM daily.  Please remember that   
students are being dismissed at Noon on the last day of school. 

 

If you have any questions or need to make alternative arrangements, please call the school Nurse's Office 
at 413-569-6598 x3111. 

 

It is necessary to obtain new written medication orders and have a signed parental permission every year.  
Forms for medications for the next school year, if needed, can be picked up at the Nurse's Office or  
downloaded from the District website, http://www.stgrsd.org, under the “Departments” tab on the left, and 
then click on “Health Services”. 

 

A signed Authorization for Medication Form, completed by a parent or guardian to give the medicine and 
signed by your child’s licensed prescriber (physician, nurse practitioner, etc.), MUST be on file in your 
child’s health record before any medication can be administered at school.   

 

This policy includes OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATIONS that you can purchase as a parent/
guardian in a pharmacy or store without a prescription, such as Tylenol, acetaminophen, Motrin,           
ibuprofen, nasal saline spray, cough drops, cold medicine, Benadryl ointment, cough syrup, allergy     
medication, and antibiotic ointment. 

 

Medications MUST be in a pharmacy or manufacturer labeled container. 

 

Medication CANNOT be expired.  Please check the expiration date before delivering medication to the 
School Nurse. 

 

Students at Woodland and Powder Mill ARE NOT PERMITTED to transport ANY medicine to or from 
school.  Medications MUST be delivered and picked up by a responsible adult. 

 

Have a safe and happy summer. 

http://www.stgrsd.org
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A FINAL FAREWELL! 

SENIOR WALKTHROUGH 2019 
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A heartwarming partnership 

with proven results in reading! 

Have a Sweet Summer! 
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WOODLAND SCHOOL 

CARES 
We  ooperate 

We  ct Responsibly 

We  espect All 

We  xhibit Effort 

 We  how Self Control 


